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That your Petitioners, i in Gutiful ebenes th thi Call of their 8 5 
and the two Houſes of Parliament, and relying on the Juſtice and Protection 
thus held up before them, have alone ſtepped forth from the great Body of 
Britiſh Subjects, WhO were equally called on and equally intereſted in the 


public Safety. And in conſequence of their loyal and zealous Exertions 
have been deprived of their Fortunes by the Inſurgents, and have beſides 
encountered a Variety of the moſt imminent Dangers, and ſuffered extreme 
Diſtreſs, from which their fellow Subjects. have been entirely exempt, and 
for which yours Honourable Houſe can make their h no e ee 


That, moreover, the Eſtates and Fortunes of y our Petitioners, B's 
Britiſh Government, by the eſſential Laws of its Union, was bound to 


regain and reſtore to them, have been devoted and ceded by that Govern- 
ment to the American States, as the Purchaſe n+; Price of Peace for the 
whole . | A 


- 


d * 


Thus circumſtanced, your Petitioners conceive that they have, under the 
fundamental Laws of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the Reſolutions of both 
_ Houſes of Parliament, the royal Faith pledged to them in his Majeſty's Pro- 
clamation, and under all the Precedents of Parliamentary Juſtice on ſimilar 
and much leſs meritorious ; Occaſions, not only an equitable but a lawful right 
20 a juſt Compenſation for their Eſtates and Property ſo devoted to the na- 
tional Peace and Safety. And that nothing leſs than an equal Diftribution of 
their Loſſes thus incurred among their fellow Subjects, who are in the Enjoy- 5 
ment of the Benefits and wii 10 e at their e oan be 
conſiſtent with Law eee | LS | 


That in the Tow 1783, ſenſible of the Juſtice due to your Petitioners, the 
Parliament paſſed an Act appointing Commiſſoners to enquire into their 
Loſſes thus fuſtained, for the Purpoſe of making them due Compeniation. 
That the Commiſſianers, ' having. inveſtigated a large Number of their 
Claims, have made two ſeveral Reports thereof to the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, which your Petitioners have Reaſon to believe contain their 


Deciſion on what has been laſt by the reſpective Claimants, who anxiouſly 
expected that the aid Reports would have been laid before your Honourable 
Houſe, in Order that eee e be made to. thaſe eee 


in them. 


That it is :mpoſable to 4 the P Diftref td which many 


of the American Loyaliſts now labour; and which muſt daily SM” 
ſhould the Juſtice of Parliament be delayed until all the Claims are liqui- 7 
dated and reported; but your Petitioners would be greatly deficient i in their 
Duty to their Conſtituents, if they ſhould omit to repreſent to the humane 
and juſt Conſideration of your Honourable Houſe, that ten Years have 
" Elapſed fince many of them have been deprived of their Fortunes, and wih 
_ their helpleſs Families reduced from independent Affluence to Poverty and 
. PE ſome of ens are now e in n YOu, , others e 
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poned But that, on the Contrary, ſhould Proviſion be now made for . port 


CET 


— = to rich Chinon, wk 1 ni 8 . to . eb Exiſt. Ok. 
ence, and who, unleſs Ipeedily relieved, muſt fink more than the Value of 


their Claims when received, and be in a worſe Condition than if they had 


never made thein. Others have already ſunk under the Preffure and Severity 


of their Misfortunes; and that others muſt, in all Probability, ſoon meet 2 
the ſame melancholy Fate, ſhould the Juſtice due to them be longer —_— yl 4 


Payment of thoſe, whoſe Claims have been ſettled and reported, it will not 3 4 


only relieve them from their Diſtreſs, but give a Credit to the Others whoſe e. 2 £0 


Claims remain to be conſidered, and enable all of them to _ for their - 
ee eee and become _ uſeful Ne ad I 


'Your ee c 3 pray, - thanks your . Houſe 3 


k xe their Caſe under your Conſideration, and make ſuch Proviſion for the 
1 55 Payment of the Sums adjudged to be due to the reſpective Claimants, as you in 
: your Wiſdom and Juſtice ſhall think reaſonable ; or, if this cannot be done 
in the preſent Seſſion, that your Honourable Houſe would by a Vote now, 
: declare that the Claims reported, and to be. reported by the — 
8 Wall be conſidered as a Part of the unfunded Debts of the Natien. . 


And i 8 further pray, wer any 8 Would 3 reſ- - 
ꝓecting their right to the Sums reported to be due, r 3 be en by 


| Counſel at the Yar of ow Bea Houſe. 


2 your Petianens, as in Duty bound, ble a. LG 
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